and as we were all that was left of the family ! always felt a
bit responsible for him.
Dick was at the flat when I got back. He looked bigger
than ever. I never saw how they got him into the cockpit of a
fighter. He had shaved his moustache off, which made him
look about twenty.
I said, " What's the idea? Running for your picture in the
papers as our youngest squadron-leader?"
After we'd talked for a bit I said, " "We've never given you
the dinner we promised you for being a brave boy."
Dick looked a bit startled and said, "Well, surely 1 don't
get that until I've got it up?"
" You have got it up," I said, pointing to the D.F.C. ribbon,
He looked at me and then went very red and said, "Oh.
yes/' in a sulky way. I couldn't understand for a moment, bat
Susan just said, " They haven't by any chance given you another
thing, have they?"
Dick hesitated and then said, "Yes" very sulkily.
"Good God!" I said.  "What?"
" The D.S.O.  That's what I'm up for/1
"What for?"
** God knows," said Dick, still sulky. " It's a complete mystery
to me. Thinking of another chap of the same name pre-
sumably."
i said, " You've got it wrong, my child. Sue and I don't
want a suitable par. for the evening papers. So cut out the
modest hero act, you great lout, and tell us about it Have
you gone and been brave again?"
Dick grinned his slow grin and said, " No. But I've showed
a fine sense of self-preservation and I suppose they thought it
ought to be encouraged."
"How have you?"
" Oh, some Yanks went over to prang Wilhelmshavea and
we went with them to keep the flies off. There was a certain
amount of roughness and one of the Yanks went lame. It so
happens that I'd gone a bit lame too, so I teamed up with this
Yank and we pottered home hand in hand."
He looked at his nails. "As a matter of fact I didn't see
him home. He saw me home. If you're going to potter along
at ^that pace you want to be in something that can fire ail
xound." Anyhow we got back with both the kites held together
With chewing gum, I think a good many of the holes in mine
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